
Points of Interest Along the Way:  

 

Although there are many interesting things to 

see along the way of this route through Washing-

ton, Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado, and Montana, 

just the major points will be discussed here. 

Others can be located while on the road or by 

exploring the following websites in depth. We 

stayed a night in Grand Coulee and a night in 

Spokane (for the airport -to pick up grandson).  

Washington State:  
 

Grand Coulee  

http://www.grandcouleedam.com  

http://www.grandcouleedam.org  

http://www.gonorthwest.com/Washington  

Grand Coulee, for many of us from this area, makes for a great first 

night stop over.  A òmust seeó is the nightly laser show. It is about the history of the Co-

lumbia River and includes Native American stories of the river and why and how the 

Grand Coulee dam was built. The lasers in multiple colors move across the entire length 

(5,223 feet) of the dam with narration and music. The show restarts for 2010 on  May 29th 

at 10:00pm for the summer. Please see above websites for times and dates since they 

change throughout the summer months. The nicely manicured parks make for a good 

viewing area. There are also tours of the dam power house, a tribal museum to visit, his-

torical walking tours, a visitor center and a casino in town. Our HOG group has stayed at 

the Columbia River Inn for both of our trips to Grand Coulee. It has a swimming pool and 

pizza is usually sent for in the evening. It is a nice place to bask in the summer sun. It is 

walking distance to the laser show and most of the town of Grand 

Coulee.  

 

Leavenworth and Winthrop  

http://www.leavenworth.org  

http://www.winthropwashington.com  

On our route, we went through Leavenworth going east on Highway 2, 

at the start of our trip, and Winthrop, on the way home, going west on Highway 20, stop-

ping in these delightful towns for lunch and a rest. Winthrop is remade as a western town 

and Leavenworth as a Bavarian village. They are full of great restaurants and tourist 

shops as well as most needed facilities. They both have numerous festivals during the 

summer and worth the effort to check and see if any are in progress during your trip.  

 

North Cascades National Park  

http://www.north.cascades.national -park.com  

http://www.gonorthwest.com  

This park was enjoyed on the return home from our trip. It is a favorite area for many of 

us to visit. It is best visited in the daylight. Large herds of deer have been encountered, 

crossing Highway 20 at night and as beautiful as they are, create a hazard for all vehicles. 

We have also encountered bears on the highway. Facilities are sparse in this area in re-

gards to gas and food. Washington Pass Overlook and Lake Diablo are a òmust seeó. 
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Points of Interest Along the Way continued:  

 

Our route was not the fastest possible. We 

took time and detours to collect the ABCõs of 

Touring and sight -see a bit. In retrospect, 

this is a route that could be done many times, 

allowing extra time for new detours and new 

experiences each time.  In Idaho, we stayed 

in the towns of  Lewiston and Twin Falls.  

 

 

Idaho:  
 

Lewiston  

http://www.snakeriveradventures.com  

http://www.viamagazine.com  

http://www.gonorthwest.com  

http://www.nps.gov/nepe/sites.htm  

Lewiston is located where the Snake and Clearwater Rivers merge. This creates opportu-

nities for rafting, fishing, and other water activities. It is eighty miles north from the Hells 

Canyon Recreation Area.  

Ten miles east of Lewiston is the Nez Perce National Historical Park visitorõs center. 

There is a museum that contains artifacts of the Nez Perce. This park is not traditional but 

rather consists of thirty -eight sites marking important events in the history of the Nez 

Perce Native Americans. Three of these sites were used by the Lewis and Clark expedi-

tion. These sites are located in Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Montana.  

 

Boise  

http://www.boise.org  

http://www.peregrinefund.org  

Boise is a major cultural and arts center, including opera, ballet, musical events and thea-

ter. It offers all the amenities of a big city. Amongst the interesting things to visit is the 

World Center for Birds of Prey. The center aims toward education, restoring species in 

jeopardy, and conservation of the birdõs habitat.   

 

 

Coeur d'Alene  

http://www.coeurdalene.org  

Lake Coeur dõAlene and the largest lake in Idaho, 

Lake Pend Oreille, offer a lot in terms of fun. There 

are many boat trips out on the lakes and the Spokane 

River. Our choice was a large òstern wheeleró that 

departed from the Red Lion Templinõs Hotel dock 

and cruised the river. There are jet skis, kayaking 

trips, rafting, charter fishing and everything else that 

you can think to do on water. In addition, there are 

seaplanes that fly over northern Idaho. Most services 

are available here. This was on our route, a day from  

home and the end of our ride.  

Coeur dõAlene 



Points of Interest Along the Way continued:  

 

So now that we have seen all the cultural and 

educational aspects of Idaho, letõs please 

move on to Wyoming! -where the deer and the 

antelope play. Antelope is right! They are 

everywhere in a beautiful combo of tan and 

white and curious. We stayed in Pinedale, 

Casper, and Cody and traveled through 

Cheyenne.  

Wyoming:  
 

Pinedale  

http//www.townofpinedale.com  

http//www.fs.fed.us/btnf  

http//www.yellowstonenationalpark.com  

http//www.fs.fed.us/r2/shoshone  

Pinedale is a small town of about 1,600 and is well positioned for an overnight stay on this 

route. It is just seventy -eight miles south of Jackson Hole and ninety miles south of Yellow-

stone National Park. Also, to the north, are Teton, Bridger, and Shoshone National Forests. 

There is great potential for exploring the great outdoors if you have a little extra time.   

 

Bighorn National Forest  

http//www.fs.fed.us/r2bighorn  

http//www.bighornmountains.com  

The Montana State HOG Rally 2009 was a traveling rally that started in Billings, MT and 

proceeded over the Beartooth Highway of Montana for an overnight stay in Cody, WY. The 

return trip the next day was from Cody to Billings via the Bighorn National Forest. The Big 

Horns range in elevation from 5,000 to over 13,000 feet with the tallest mountain being 

Cloud Peak. The area around Cloud Peak is assessable only on horseback. Most notice-

able were the huge grasslands of this thirty mile wide forest, dissected by Highway 14 for 

a gorgeous view. The scenery ranges from these grasslands to shear cliff mountains, to 

clear lakes and streams, to valleys formed by glaciers. The headquarters for this national 

forest is in Sheridan, WY. Bighorn National Forest is halfway between Yellowstone Na-

tional Park and Mt. Rushmore National Park. There are over one million acres in this for-

est of north -central Wyoming.   

Bighorn National Forest  



Points of Interest Along the Way continued:  

 

After five days of travel from Camano Is-

land, we find ourselves in Colorado. Our 

first night was in Fruita, followed by Mon-

trose, to enjoy the Colorado State HOG Rally 

and then to my daughterõs house in Colo-

rado Springs to visit for a few days.  

 

Colorado  
 

Montrose  

www.montrosecounty.net  

www.montrosechamber.com  

Montrose was a good location to start our exploration of the San Juan Mountains (a range 

in the Rocky Mountains) and the Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park. Montrose 

was founded in the 1880õs as a supply center for the mining industry of the Rocky Moun-

tains. When mining faded, attention was turned to agriculture and it remains a supply 

center for nearby farms.  

 

Gunnison National Park and  the Black Canyon  

www.nps.gov/bica  

www.gunnison -co.com  

The south entrance to this park is only fifteen miles east of Montrose 

and thirty miles from the San Juan Mountains. We took U.S.  High-

way 50 and then State Road 347 from Montrose. The park contains 

twelve miles of the deepest part of the Black Canyon at 2,000 feet in 

depth. The road into this area is one of the steepest descents at forty -

three feet per mile so there are many switchbacks and hairpin turns 

(with few guard rails!) on this narrow two lane road leading to moun-

tains with heights of more than 8,000 feet.  

 

San Juan Mountains of the Rocky Mountains to Ouray, Silverton, and 

Durango  

www.fs.us/r2sanjuan  

www.durango.org  

www.durangogov.org  

www.silvertoncolorado.com  

www.silvertonmagazine.com  

www.ouraycolorado.com  

www.colorado.com/Ouray  

Taking U.S. Highway 550, we rode up the San Juan Mountains to visit 

the old mining towns of Ouray, Silverton, and Durango. For those 

who love history or just beautiful scenery and a challenging ride, this is a must. These 

towns have their origins in silver and gold mining of the 1880õs. They are well kept in 

their original form for the most part and are fascinating. There are active businesses 

working out of these old buildings offering both tourist and practical items.  

Silverton  

Black Canyon  



Points of Interest Along the Way continued:  

 

The Montana State HOG Rally, being a travel-

ing rally, sent us over two mountain ranges, on 

a round trip. The Beartooth Highway was the 

first, going from Billings to Cody Wyoming. 

The Bighorn National Forest, previously dis-

cussed, was the return trip from Cody back to 

Billings. The great thing about these rallies is  

they introduce you to new places.  

Montana  
 
Beartooth Highway  

www.byways.org  

www.beartoothhighway.com  

www.fodors.com  

The Beartooth Highway, a section of U.S. Highway 212, travels over 

the Beartooth Mountains, starting at Red Lodge, Montana, going 

south to Wyoming, and circling back to Montana, ending at Cooke 

City near the entrance to Yellowstone. It is about sixty -five miles long 

and goes through Custer, Shoshone, and Gallatin National Forests on 

the way to Yellowstone National Park. Beartooth is one of the most 

rugged and highest mountain ranges in the lower forty -eight states. 

Twenty of the mountain peaks are over 12,000 feet high. It is open 

from Memorial Day to Labor Day. We thoroughly enjoyed this route 

from the tallest of snow covered mountains to the smallest of squir-

rels. Near the summit is the òTop of the World Storeó with hot coffee, 

rest rooms, souvenirs, and a favorite stop for all bikers.  

 

Glacier National Park  

www.nps.gov  

www.glacier.national -park.com  

After returning to Montana, we took a day to visit the Glacier National 

Park. We traveled from Billings, after the closing ceremonies of the Montana HOG Rally, 

to stay at the East Glacier Motel. The units were individual cabins with a special charm. 

More time is needed to thoroughly explore this vast wilderness area.  

Beartooth in June  

Red Lodge  

Top of the World Store  

Beartooth Pass  

Beartooth Pass  

East Glacier Motel  



Points of Interest Along the Way contin-

ued:  

 

Glacier National Park is the tenth na-

tional park in the United States, being 

declared so in 1910.  It is open every 

day of the year.  

The opportunities for fun and explora-

tion are numerous and explained in the 

websites and include restric-

tions and rules of the park.   

 

 

 

Glacier National Park  


